
Maths Curriculum 
 
This is a proposed Maths curriculum for refugees students (aged upto 14). The starting point 
for this curriculum assumes: 
 
That the students will have learnt the numbers in English (both “one” and “1”), and have at 
least very basic English. Maths lessons can complement the teaching of English. 
 
Ideally, calculators will only be used as an aid to check answers. The emphasis is on learning 
the basic skills of Maths which are the foundation to all Maths study.  
 
Equipment: Rulers, Art materials, Card, Calculators. 
Resources: Multiplication square, hundred square, number line (created by students in class) 
 
This document starts with a list of topics which are then expanded with lesson ideas. The 
order of the topics is not prescriptive - for example a lesson on measurement of length in 
centimetres can be done with whole numbers, if decimals have not been taught. 
 
Worksheets can be downloaded from the websites at the end of this document. In addition 
standard Primary and High School Maths textbooks can be used for students after they have 
attended the school for enough length of time, for any students with intermediate English and 
Maths. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
List of Topics 

Basic Operations: Addition  
Basic Operations: Subtraction  
Basic Operations: Multiplication  
Multiples 
Basic Operations: Division 
Decimals 
Money 
Percent 
Factors 
Measurement: Length 
Measurement: Weight 
Measurement: Capacity 
Time 
Fractions 
Shapes 
Squares, Rectangles 
Triangles 
Circles 
Bar Charts 
Graphs 
Co-ordinates 
Patterns 
Rounding 
 
 
 
Topics  
 
Basic Operations: Addition  
Addition single digits  
Addition 2 or more digits in a column (no carry)  
Addition 2 or or more digits in a column (with carry) 
 
Introduce basic word problems using addition 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Basic Operations: Subtraction  
Subtraction single digits (Example 4 - 2) positive answers only 
Subtraction 2 or more digits in a column (no borrowing)    
Subtraction 2 or more digits in a column (with borrowing) 
 
The number line (positive numbers only). 
 
Students can make a number line out of card which can be used in future lessons (start with 
positive numbers only). This can be extended to include negative numbers. If you leave 
enough gaps between the whole numbers, decimals and fractions can also be taught in due 
course. 
 
The number line can be used to teach addition and subtraction. 
 
Introduce basic word problems using simple subtraction, followed by word problems using a 
mixture of addition and subtraction. 

  
Basic Operations: Multiplication  
A Multiplication square (12 x 12) is a good tool which can be used instead of a calculator. 
Multiplying single digits. 
Multiplying double digits. 
Multiplication can be taught visually or with objects (e.g. coloured cardboard discs) that the 
students can lay out in rows and count. 
 
Introduce basic word problems using multiplication. 
 
Multiples 
Multiples of 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 100 - counting in twos, threes, fours, fives, tens and hundreds. 
 
Multiples of 2:  
Even and Odd numbers: colour the even numbers on a hundred square, colour the odd 
numbers. 
Patterns: Example: see the pattern when you colour the multiples of 3 
 
Basic Operations: Division 
Teach division. 
The multiplication square can aid with division. 
Introduce basic word problems using simple division 
 
Can introduce tenths in preparation for decimals. 



Can introduce simple fractions - use the example of sharing chocolate bars. 
 
 
Decimals 
The number line that was constructed previously can be used to teach decimals. Get the 
students to divide the space between 0 and 1 in tenths. Indictate on the number line 0.6, 0.7 
etc. 
Teach decimals to 2 decimal places in preparation for Money 
 
Money 
Word problems using money with addition (buying two or more different items) and 
subtraction (getting change). 
Word problems using money with multiplication (buying a number of the same item). 
 
Role-play shopping for items. 
 
Percent 
Introduce basic percentages (25%, 50%, 75% and 100%) and get a feeling for what they 
represent. 
Explain that “cent” means 100.  
Do simple calculations finding the percent of numbers. 
 
Factors 
Teach factors after learning division.  
 
Measurement: Length 
Introduce the ruler and centimetres. Measure objects in centimetres.  
Introduce metres. Show that there are 100 centimetres in a metre. 
 
Measurement: Weight 
Recipe - weights of the different ingredients (grammes and kilogrammes) 
Weight of a person (in kg) 
 
Measurement: Capacity 
Litres and ml 
Show the students different containers for liquids (a water bottle or milk carton) can in order 
to show them what 500ml or 1 litre looks like. 
 
Time 
Telling the time 
24 hour clock 
Minutes, Seconds and Hours 



 
 
 
 
Fractions 
Introduce simple fractions (half, quarter, third) 
Comparing fractions (show that half is bigger than a third) 
Colour fractions of long rectangles and different shapes. 
Basic problem solving using fractions - example dividing a pizza between 2 people, between 
3 people. 
 
Shapes 
Name the different shapes 
Get the students to identify the different shapes in everyday objects around the classroom. 
 
Squares, Rectangles 
The properties of squares: 4 equal sides, 4 right angles. 
The properties of a rectangle: opposite sides equal, 4 right angles. 
Teach parallel and perpendicular lines. 
Perimeter - the students can measure the perimeter of different squares and rectangles. 
 
Triangles 
The properties of triangles: 3 sides. 
Identify triangles in everyday objects.  
 
Circles 
Introduce radius and practice drawing circles. Identify circles in everyday objects. 
 
Bar Charts 
Show the students examples of a bar chart: example, the number of students in class each 
day. Teach the students to create their own bar charts. 
 
Graphs 
Show the students examples of a graph. Example, hours of sunshine each day. 
Teach the students to draw graphs from simple data 
  
Co-ordinates 
Introduce co-ordinates. Use a map as an example of co-ordinates. 
Play games using co-ordinates - example find the objects at different co-ordinates.  
 
Patterns 
Use colouring to see the patterns in multiples. 



Notice the patterns in number sequences, see if students can guess the next number. 
 
 
 
Rounding 
Rounding numbers to the nearest ten, the nearest 100.  
If decimals have been taught, teach rounding to one decimal place, two decimal places. 
 
 
References: Websites 
 
www.primaryresources.co.uk 
www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk (Need to register) 
www.math-aids.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/
http://www.nationalstemcentre.org.uk/
http://www.math-aids.com/

